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Hic dies vere mibi feftus atras 


Eximet curas. Hor. 





$2 GENTLEMAN of my acquaintance lately laid 
before me an eftimate of the confumption 
a of bread and cheefe, cakes, ale, &c. in all 
%® the little towns near London every Sunday. 





It is incredible how many thoufand buns are 
devoured in that one day at Chelfea and Paddington; and 
how much beer is fwallowed at Pancras and Mile End. 
Upon the whole I was vaftly entertained with a review of 
this eftimate, and could not help approving the obfervation 
of Tom Brown, * that the Sabbath is a very fine inftitution, 
*« fince the very breaking it is the fupport of half the vil- 
*« Jages about our metropolis.” 
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Ovr common people are very obfervant of that part of 
the commandment, which enjoins them to do no manner of 
work on that day, which they alfo feem to underftand-as-a 
licence to devote it to pleafure. They take this opportunity of 
thrufting their heads into the pillory at Georgia, being {worn 
at Highgate, and rolling down Flamftead Hill in the Park 
at Greenwich. As they all aim at going into the country, 
nothing can be a greater misfortune to the meaner part_of 
the inhabitants of London and Weftminfler than a rainy 
Sunday ; and how many honeft people would be baulked 
of a ride once a week, if the legiflature was to limit the 
hired one-horfe-chaifes working on that day to a certain 
number as well as the hackney coaches. 


152 


Tue fubftantial tradefman is carried to his fnug-box, 
which has nothing rural about it except the ivy that over- 
runs the front, and is placed as near to the road fide as pof- 
fible, where the pleafure of feeing carriages pafs under his 
window amply compenfates for his being almoft fmothered 
with duft. The few fmart ’prentices, who are able to fit 
a horfe, may be feen {purring their broken-winded hacks 
up the hills; and the good-natured hufband together with 
his mate is dragged along the road to the envy and admi- 
ration of the foot-paflenger, who (to compleat the Sun- 
day picture) trudges patiently with a child in one arm, 
while his beloved doxy leans on the other and waddles at 
his fide fweltering beneath the unufaal weight of an 
hoop-petticoat, 


Ir is not to be fuppofed, that the country has in itfelf 
any peculiar attractive charms to thofe who think them- 
felves out of the world, if they are not within the found 
of Bow Bell. To moft of our Cockneys it ferves only as an 
excufe for eating and drinking; and they get out of town, 
merely 
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merely becaufe they have nothing to do at home; a brick- 
kiln fmells as {weet to them asa farm-yard: they would 
pafs bya barn or a hay-ftack without notice; but they re. 
joice at the fight of every hedge ale-houfe, that promifes 
good home-brew’d, As the reft of a cit’s life is regular and 
uniform, his Sunday diverfions have as little variety; and if 
he was to take a journal of them, we might fuppofe that it 
would run much in the following manner. 


CAND 


SunpAY—Overflept myfelf—Did not rife till nine—Was 
a full hour in pulling on my new double-channel’d pumps— 
Could get no breakfaft, my wife being bufy in drefling her- 
felf for church, 


At ten—Family at church—Self walked to mother 
Redcap’s—Smoked half a pipe, and drank a pint of the Al- 
derman’s, N.B. The beer not fo good as at the Adam and 
Eve at Pancras. 


DiNneED at one—-Pudding not boiled enough, fuet muftyon 
Wife was to drive me in an one horfe chair to fee mother 
Wells's at Enfield Wafh, but it looked likely to rain—Took 
a nap, and pofted feven pages from my day-book till five, 
Mem. Colonel Promife has loft his election, and is turn’d 
out of his place—To arreft him to-morrow. 


AT fix—Mrs Deputy to drink tea with my wife—TI hate 
their flip-lops—Called on my neighbour the Common- 
Council-Man, and took a walk with him to J/ington. 


From feven to eight—Smoked a pipe at the Ca/le, eat 
an heart-cake, and drank two pints of Cyder. N.B. To 
drink Cyder often, becaufe Neighbour tells me it is good for 


the ftone and gravel, — 
AT 
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AT nine—Got to town again, very much fatigued 
with the journey—Pulled off my claret-colour’d coat, and 
blue fattin waiftcoat —Went to club, fmoked three pipes, 
came home at twelve, and flept very foundly, till the pren- 
tice called me to go and take out a writ againft Colonel 
Promife. 


QiXa9 


As to perfons of quality, like Lady Loveruée in the farce, 
they cannot fee why one day fhould be more holy than ano- 
ther: therefore Sunday wears the fame face with them as 
the reft of the week. Accordingly, for fome part of this 
fummer Ranelagh was opened on Sunday evenings; and] 
cannot help wondering that the cuftom did not continue. 
It muft have been very convenient to pafs away the time 
there; till the hour of meeting at the card-table ; and it was 
certainly more decent to fix aflignations, there, than at 
church. 





Go1inc to Church may indeed be reckoned among our. 
Sunday amufements, as it is made a mere matter of diver- 
fion among many well-meaning people, who are induced to 
appear in a place of worfhip from the fame motives that they 
frequent other public plaees. To fome it anfwers all the pur- 
pofes of a route or aflembly, —to fee and be feen by their 
acquaintanee$ and from their bows, nods, curt’fies, and-loud 
converfations one might conclude that they imagined them- 
felves in a drawing-room. ‘To others it affords the cheap op- 
portunity of fhewing their tafte for drefs: not a few, I be- 
lieve, are drawn together in our cathedrals and larger churches 
by the influence of the mufic more than the prayers, and 
are kept awake by a jig from the organ-loft, tho they lulled 
to fleep by the harangue from the pulpir. A well difpofed 
Chriftian will go a mile from his own houfe to the Temple- 
Church, 
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Chutch, not becaufe a Sherlock is to preach, but to hear a 
Solo'from Stanley, 


Bur though going to church may be deemed a kind of 
amufement, yet upon modern principles it appears fuch a 
very oddone, that I am atata lofs to account for the reafons 
which induced our anceftors to give into that method of 
paffing their Sunday. At leaft it is fo wholly incompatible 
with the polite fyftem of life, that a perfon of fafhion (as 
affairs are now managed) finds it abfolutely impoffible to 
comply with this practice. Then again the fervice always 
begins at fuch unfathionable hours, that in the morning a 
man muft huddle on his cloaths like a boy to run to fchool, 
and in an afternoon muft inevitably go without his dinner. 
In order to remove all thefe objections, and that fome Ritual 
may be eftablifhed in this kingdom agreeable to our inclina- 
tions and confiftent with our practice, the following ScHemE 
has been lately fent me in order to fubmit it to the ferious 
confideration of the public. 


Imprimis, Ir is humbly propofed, that Chriftianity be 
entirely abolifhed by Act of Parliament, and that no other 
religion be impofed on us in it’s ftead; but as the age 
grows daily more and more enlightened, we may at laft be 
quite delivered from the influence of fuperftition and bigotry. 


Secondly, Twat in order to prevent our ever relapfing 
into pious errors, that the common people may not lofe 
their holiday, every Sunday be fet apart to commemorate 
our victory over all religion ; that the Churches be turned 
into Free-thinking Meeting-Houfes, and difcourfes read in 
them to confute the Doétrine of a future ftate, the im- 
mortality of the foul, and other abfurd notions which 
fome people now regard as objects of belief. 


Ggg Thirdly, 
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* Thirdly, ae a Ritual be compiled: ithe Pppefite to 
our prefent Liturgy ; and that inftead of reading portions of 
Scripture, the firft and fecond leffons fhall confift of a Section 
of the Pofthumous. Works‘of. Lord Bolpbroke, orof a few 
pages from the. writings. of Spmmoza, Chubb, Mausidevilie, 
Hobbes, Collins, Tindal, &c.' from wath, writers aed ipteach- 
ers fhallalfo take their text.) 205) is) Sodsbu Gace 


i 


Fourthly, Tuat the ufual, Feafts and F ats, 9 ViZ,. “-Chrift 
mas Day, Eafter Sunday, Trinity Sunday,,. Sc,,.be fill 
preferved ; but that on.thofe days difcourfes be delivered fuit- 
able to the occafion, containing a refutation of the Nativity, 
the Refurrection, the Trinity, &c 





Fifthly, ‘THat inftead of the vile melody of 3 a Clerk 
bawling out two Staves of Sternbold and Hopkins, or a 
Cathedral Choir fingirig Anthems from the Pfalter, “fome 
of the moft fafhionable Cantatas, Opera Airs, “Songs, or 
Catches, be’ performed ‘by’ ‘the belt voices for the | enter- 
tainment of the company. 


Lafty, Tuat the whole Service be condudted with 
fuch tafte and elegance as may render thefe Free-thinking 
Mecting-Houfes as agreeable as the Theatres; and that they 
may be eyen more judicioufly calculated for the propagation 
of Atheifm and Infidelity than the Robin Hood Society or the 
Oratory in Clare Market, 


T 





Printed for R. BAL DWIN, at the Rof in Pater-nofler Row; where 
Letters to the CONNOISSEUR are received. 
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